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Aligning Learning With the Content Standards:
At the end of this section, students will be able to:

• Demonstrate an understanding of one-to-one 
correspondence.

• Write numbers and recognize their value in relation to a group of 
objects.

• Recognize that larger numbers describe larger quantities.

• Recognize that smaller numbers describe smaller quantities.

• Place sets of one, two, three, four and fi ve objects in
 order of size.

• Recognize ascending order and descending order.

Math Language:
Students should become increasingly familiar with such terms and phrases as:

Larger,  smaller,  largest,  smallest,  most,  least, 

same as…,  equal to…,  more,  less,  order.

California Content Standards — Kindergarten
By the end of kindergarten, students understand small numbers, quantities, and simple shapes in their everyday 
environment.  They count, compare, describe and sort objects, and develop a sense of properties and patterns.
Number Sense
1.0 Students understand the relationship between numbers and quantities 
 (i.e., that a set of objects has the same number of objects in different situations regardless of its 

position or arrangement):
1.3 Know that the larger numbers describe sets with more objects in them than the
 smaller numbers have.
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Student Exercise:
Ordering Pairs

Which is the larger set? Answer: _____A_____

Which is the smaller set? Answer: _____B_____

Which set has more? Answer: _____B_____

Which set has less? Answer: _____A_____

California Content Standards — Kindergarten
1.3 Know that the larger numbers describe sets with more objects in them than the
 smaller numbers have.

Set
A

Set 
B

Set
A

Set 
B
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Which set has most? Answer: _____A_____

Which set has least? Answer: _____B_____

Which set has the largest number of eggs? Answer: _____B_____

Which set has the smallest number of eggs? Answer: _____A_____

Set 
B

Set
A

Student Exercise:
Ordering Pairs

California Content Standards — Kindergarten
1.3 Know that the larger numbers describe sets with more objects in them than the
 smaller numbers have.

Set
A

Set 
B

Set
C

Set 
D
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Put the sets in order from
the biggest to the smallest. Answer: __B__G__E__C__A__F__D__

Put the sets in order from
the smallest to the biggest. Answer: __C__F__D__A__G__B__E__

California Content Standards — Kindergarten
1.3 Know that the larger numbers describe sets with more objects in them than the
 smaller numbers have.

Set
A

Set
B

Set
C

Set
D

Set
E

Set
F

Set
G

Set
A

Set
B

Set
C

Set
D

Set
G

Set
F

Set
E
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Which two sets are the same? Answer: ____C_and_D____

Which two sets are equal? Answer: ____E_and_F____

California Content Standards — Kindergarten
1.3 Know that the larger numbers describe sets with more objects in them than the
 smaller numbers have.

Set
A

Set
B

Set
C

Set
F

Set
E

Set
D

Set
A

Set
B

Set
C

Set
F

Set
E

Set
D
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Which two sets are the same? Answer: ____B_and_F____

Which two sets are equal? Answer: ____C_and_D____

California Content Standards — Kindergarten
1.3 Know that the larger numbers describe sets with more objects in them than the
 smaller numbers have.

Set
A

Set
B

Set
C

Set
D

Set
E

Set
F

Set
A

Set
B

Set
C

Set
D

Set
E

Set
F
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Student Exercise:
Comparing Quantities

How many pencils are there in the red pot?
Write the number.   Answer: _____3_____

How many pencils are there in the blue pot?
Write the number.   Answer: _____7_____

How many pencils are there in the green pot?
Write the number.   Answer: _____5_____

How many pencils are there in the orange pot?
Write the number.   Answer: _____4_____

How many pencils are there in the purple pot?
Write the number.   Answer: _____4_____

California Content Standards — Kindergarten
1.3 Know that the larger numbers describe sets with more objects in them than the
 smaller numbers have.
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Color the pot that has the most pencils in blue.

Color the pot that has the least pencils in red.

Color the pots that have the same number of pencils orange and purple.

Put the pots in order from the largest number to the smallest number.

Answer: 1st Blue    2nd Green    3rd Orange    4th Purple    5th Red

Put the pots in order from the smallest number to the largest number.

Answer: 1st Red    2nd Purple    3rd Orange    4th Green    5th Blue

Encourage students to set up an arrangement of pots and pencils to test
out their answers.

Talk about the quantities in each of the pots and their relationship
to each other. 

California Content Standards — Kindergarten
1.3 Know that the larger numbers describe sets with more objects in them than the
 smaller numbers have.






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Developmental Watch:
Children need concrete experiences to understand concepts like:
fewer, more, less, most, least, equal, same, large, larger, largest.
As these are abstract concepts, they require direction and discussion.

• Encourage students to set up an arrangement of objects to
 test out their answers.
• Encourage students to touch one, count one.
• Allow students to draw circles around a set to identify which is
 bigger or smaller etc.
• Ask the students to explain what they mean by fewer,
 more than, less than, compare, etc.
• Encourage students to talk about quantities
 e.g. they need more crayons etc.

In the Classroom:
Look at children
sitting at tables. 

Ask the questions: 

• Which table has most children?
• Which table has least children?
• Which table has no children?
• Which tables have the same 

number of children?

California Content Standards — Kindergarten
1.3 Know that the larger numbers describe sets with more objects in them than the
 smaller numbers have.

In the Home:
Ask questions such as:
• Which room has the most number 

of chairs/windows/doors?
• Which room has the least number 

of chairs/windows/doors?
• Which room has no chairs/

windows/doors?
• Put the same number of cookies 

on each plate e.g. 3:3.
 Discuss why they are the same.
 Take one cookie away from one 

of the plates and place it on the 
other e.g. 4:2.

 Discuss which is now more and 
which is less.


