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Access prior knowledge that relates to the content.

Include the standards in the discussion as tools for establishing focus,
Invite students to share personal experiences related to content,
Review the sequence of content before reading the text.
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In addition to the KWL chart, there are other strategies for activating prior knowledge in
sclence;
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Word Webs before reading

Word Webs can be used to activate prior knowledge. A Word Web consists of
words that students think are related to the concept, and are based on prior
experiences. Word web words are not concerned with right answers, as they
serve to activate prior knowledge about skills and concepts. Have students think
about what they know about a topic, and then revisit the word web atter the
chapter, where students will fill in words they have learned and understand. Word
Webs are particularly effective when students are having trouble retrieving prior
knowledge or risk-taking, which is commonly evident with the English Language
Learner and/or special needs students.

fﬁﬂd jnS‘]dE

stomach protein

intestines carbohydrates

maouth teeth

Predicting word meaning,

Predicting word meaning activities allow students to retrieve knowledge of certain
words and phrases associated with the targeted standard or concept. Although

a before reading strategy, this also assists students in developing a focus during
reading, as they must discover word meanings as they read. Drawing a picture of
the word, which is optional, proves to be a valuable tool for the English Language
Learner and special needs students as well,
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